The province of Córdoba, located in the central region of Argentina, is subdivided into two areas: a hilly area to the west and a plain to the east. The fl uvio-lacustrine systems developed in these areas form both exorheic and endorheic basins. The phytoplankton dynamics of these basins is determined mainly by their physicochemical and hydrological features and the succession of dry and wet periods. In addition to these factors, there are allochthonous impacts caused by the human activities developed in the area of infl uence. This article describes the phytoplankton from the exorheic river systems of Tercero and Cuarto Rivers, the endorheic rivers Tegua, Chucul and Santa Catalina, and urban (Villa Dalcar and Parque Sarmiento) and natural Suco shallow lake lentic systems.
Introduction
The province of Córdoba, located in the central region of Argentina, covers 165,321 km 2 ( Fig. 1) . It is subdivided into two distinct geomorphological areas: a hilly area to the west and a fl at area to the east. This feature gives rise to the multiplicity of environments developed in the province: plains, hills and valleys, creating the basis of the identity of the landscape that includes part of the Humid Pampas and part of the Chaco and western plains.
The hilly formations make up part of the Sierras Pampeanas, with three types of landscapes: hilly ranges (dominant in N-S direction), high plains or "pampas", and depressions or valleys. The southern region of the province, which covers approximately 4,000,000 ha, includes the Pampas region characterized by gentle slopes, neotectonic activity and a succession of wet and dry climatic periods (Iriondo 1989) . The climate is subhumid and varies in N-SW direction in response to masses of warm humid air and trade winds from the Atlantic (Degiovanni & Blarasín 2005) . These features give rise to a variety of environments shaped
